	BLACKSMITHS    2 v 0     HILTON
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  Blacksmiths have closed the gap in division 3 to just 2 points after a hard fought win against fellow title hopefuls, Hilton.  

  From the start it was an even affair. The first real chance fell for Blacksmiths after 10 minutes when Munro found himself with just the keeper to beat, but he fired straight at the Hilton keeper.  The game went from end to end with both sides creating good chances and it was only some impressive goal keeping from both keepers that kept the game at 0 – 0.  It took 32 minutes for the breakthrough to come,  Cooper played the ball out left for Ross who did well to beat his man and hit the bye line, his cut back was met by a Hilton defenders hand and the ref pointed to the spot.  After a long delay, Doig stepped up and fired the spot kick high into the top corner, leaving the keeper with no chance.  The match continued at a blistering pace, going from end to end.  Hiltons best chance of the half came just before the break, the attacker burst into the box and was just about to pull the trigger when Lonnen made a superb last ditch tackle to deny Hilton the equaliser. 

  Munro and Dave Ross made way for McCulloch and Ross at the break and after 65 minutes the substitutions paid of.  Ross released McCulloch down the left who drove for the line.  Ross continued his run and McCulloch cut the ball back to Ross who had his shot saved to by the keeper, but Bain was on hand to smash the rebound into the net for his 2nd goal in as many games.  Blacksmiths started to sit back and defend their lead.  They limited Hilton to very few opportunities until the final 10 minutes.  Hilton put 3 up front to try and rescue something from the game.  Blacksmiths had their backs to the wall and walker was required on a few occasions, tipping the ball over the bar from a long range effort the pick of his saves.  Lonnen and Doig won header after header to keep Hilton at bay and Blacksmiths held out for the clean sheet.
  With a game in hand on Hilton, blacksmiths will feel they have the advantage in the league now.  Blacksmiths will also have the psychological edge in the division 3 cup final.  It was a very solid defensive performance from Blacksmiths and it’s clear to see why they have only conceded 1 league goal this season.
  Man of the match goes to Ian Lonnen, who returned to the team after a season long break from football, it was like he was never away.  He won countless headers and tackles and never tired.  Doig played his usual solid no nonsense game.  Cooper and Martin were excellent in the middle of the park and won the midfield battle. Bain put in a tireless performance running up and down the right wing all game long and got what he deserved with his 2nd goal of the season.

  Its now 5 games unbeaten and Blacksmiths have their previous record of 6 games unbeaten in sight.  Next they take on NHS, who will be out for revenge after suffering an extra time defeat at the hands of Blacksmiths last week.
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